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Message Text 


1. THERE FOLLOW EMBASSY'S COMMENTS IN REPLY TO REFTEL 
REQUEST FOR OUR REACTION TO FY 1980 TRADE PROMOTION 
THEME PROPOSALS. 


2. 1980 LEIPZIG SPRING FAIR: EMBASSY AGREES THAT 
A HIGH TECHNOLOGY THEME WOULD PRESENT GREAT COMMERCIAL 
INTEREST TO GDR BUYERS. WE THINK IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE, 

IN ADDITION, THAT THEME SELECTED BE ONE WHICH SERVES 
TO INTRODUCE, IF POSSIBLE, NEW-TO-MARKET OR EIRMS 
RELATIVELY LESS KNOWN IN GDR MARKET RATHER THAN 
PROVIDING A PROMOTION VEHICLE FOR FIRMS ALREADY 
INTRODUCED TO MARKET AS, FOR EXAMPLE, THE MAJOR 
INSTRUMENTATION MANUFACTURERS. RECOGNIZING THE OBVIOUS 
LIMITS IMPOSED BY EXPORT CONTROL CONSIDERATIONS, WE 
BELIEVE IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE TO STUDY WHETHER IT WOULD 
BE POSSIBLE TO MOUNT A SHOW OF TECHNICAL INTEREST AND 
COMMERCIAL SIGNIFICANCE WITHIN THE BROAD AREA OF 
MICROELECTRONICS, A THEME REPEATEDLY DESCRIBED IN 
INTERNAL GDR ECONOMIC POLICY DELIBERATIONS AS CRUCIAL 
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TO SECURING THE DESIRED INCREASE IN NATIONAL PRODUCTIVITY. 
ANOTHER GDR INTEREST FREQUENTLY MENTIONED BY TRADE 
OFFICIALS IS WHAT THEY CALL "THE THIRD STAGE OF 
METALLURGY" BY WHICH WE BELIEVE THEY UNDERSTAND 
SMELTING AND CASTING AS FIRST STAGE, ROLLING AND 
SHAPING AS SECOND STAGE, AND FINISHING AND FORMING 
AS THIRD STAGE. 
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2. WE DO NOT RULE OUT POSSIBLE VALUE OF A SHOW ON 
COMPUTERS OR RELATED EQUIPMENT. OUR GENERAL IMPRES- 
SION IS, HOWEVER, THAT MAJOR MANUEACTURERS ARE WELL 
CONNECTED IN THE GDR AND NOT IN NEED OF OFEICIAL U.S. 
SUPPORT. IN RESPECT TO COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT, WE 
ARE NOT AWARE OE PARTICULAR GDR INTEREST IN THIS THEME. 

3. IN RESPECT TO SUGGESTED TSS THEMES IN REETEL, 

WE HAVE DIVIDED THEM INTO THREE CATEGORIES: THEMES 
IN OUR JUDGEMENT OF POTENTIALLY STRONG INTEREST, THEMES 
OE LESS STRONG INTEREST, AND THEMES OE NO INTEREST. 

THERE FOLLOW LISTS OE THE EIRST TWO CATEGORIES: 

A. POTENTIALLY STRONG INTEREST: 

(1) CHEMICAL ANALYTICAL EQUIPMENT 

(2) MATERIALS TESTING EQUIPMENT 

(3) MINI-COMPUTER APPLICATIONS 

(4) PROCESS CONTROL EQUIPMENT 

(5) METALLURGICAL PROCESS EQUIPMENT 
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(6) GEOPHYSICAL EXPLORATION EQUIPMENT 

(7) NEW CONSTRUCTION TECHNQUES 

(8) CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS PRODUCTION EQUIPMENT 

B. OF POTENTIAL INTEREST: 

(1) CONTAINERS AND PACKAGING 

(2) MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 

(3) INDUSTRIAL SAEETY 

(4) NEW METHODS OE ENERGY CONVERSION 

4. IN ADDITION TO EOREGOING, EMBASSY SUGGESTS EOLLOWING 
THEMES WHICH WE WOULD PROPOSE BE CONSIDERED AS OF 
POTENTIALLY STRONG INTEREST, I.E., OF EQUAL RANK WITH 
GROUP A ABOVE: 

(I) INSTRUMENTATION AND CONTROL EQUIPMENT FOR 
ENERGY CONSERVATION 
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(2) COMPUTER-ASSISTED MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 

(3) AUTOMATED WAREHOUSING AND MATERIALS 
HANDLING 

(4) RECYCLING OE SECONDARY RAW MATERIALS 
BOLEN 
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